“The Quest” Word-Cloud Decoder

1 Sigma Chi Crest

2 Sigma Chi Fraternity

3 Delta Delta

4 White Cross

5 Friendship

6 Justice

7 Learning

8 Pledge Brother

9 Unity

10 Initiative With #11, pledge class key words

11 Cooperation
The obvious goal of every pledge. Also, the stimulus of a

12 Initiation chorus of howls from the balcony when a certain pledge-
class president, when asked for his class’s key words,
responded, “Initiation and Cooperation”. His slip of the
tongue —initiation for the intended initiative — was both
Freudian and memorable (see Bullroar!).

13 Bullroar! Exclamation used by a certain pompous upperclassman (see
"Bullshit!")

14 Harry’s Beer Title of a song occasionally sung, heartily, when leaving the
dining room en masse

15 Piano Drop A comprehensive chronicle of this adventure appeared in
Delta Delta Data a few years ago.

16 Iggle The depiction on the left arm of the badge, as pronounced
by a certain Proconsul during ritual ceremonies.
Alum's property off South River Road (see Blanket Party);

17 Taylor’s also, an apartment in a West Lafayette residence occupied
by overflow, typically low-seniority, actives or by pledges.
Victory Varieties: entertainment events at Elliott Hall on

18 V? football weekends; also, Varsity Varieties: an annual,
extremely-amateur entertainment competition featuring
student acts, typically a joint effort of a fraternity and a
sorority.

19 Grotto One of three basement study rooms

20 Grabass Noun or adjective connoting frivolity or satire

21 Song Practice Mandatory event, held around the piano in the Great Hall,
after study hours. Typical dress: nightclothes and robes.
The organization of pledges when called to the Great Hall

22 Fire Brigade pursuant to a call of the Weasel (see Fire Drill).
The Fire Brigade was organized at the pledge class’s first Fire
Drill, when a General was selected and commissioned, along
with a Lieutenant or Sergeant, similarly appointed by decree
from the balcony.

23 Green Room Shared bathroom, located on the second floor, at the top of

the "back" stairs
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Ugly Bride of the Week - The Sunday Indianapolis Star

24 UBOW published photos from the week's weddings. The brothers
would select one and post her photo, duly annotated as
UBOW, on the bulletin board.

25 Senior Beard The tradition was that seniors arrived for fall semester
sporting a beard grown over the summer.

26 Norman Shield

27 The Cheerful Fireplace From the plaque adjacent to the Great Hall fireplace.

28 Big Game Hunter The pledge-class officer responsible for eradicating
houseflies.

29 Sewer One of three basement study rooms

30 Fairness

31 Decency

32 Good Manners

33 Spirit of Youth

34 Make Grades
In its first year, Bowling on the Green was an in-house

35 BOTG tournament. The rules called for each three-man team to
sport a distinctive uniform. The Nudes, for instance, bowled
topless, displaying bare chests to all the world. The
victorious Straps wore athletic supporters outside of their
Bermuda shorts, together with white tee shirts the fronts of
which bore images of stylized athletic supporters with
lightning bolts firing through them.
In subsequent years, BOTG became a competition among
sorority teams.
This song’s refrain punctuated descriptions of the zoo’s

36 Hamburg Zoo inhabitants (“... and in this cage, ladies and gentlemen, we
have ...”), including the Klangbird, the Spotty Leopard, and
the acrobatic monkeys Bimbo, Bambo, and Bumbo.
Above the fireplace in the Great Hall hung a replica of the

37 Guest Light badge, with light bulbs at the end of each arm, controlled by
a switch on the balcony. It was turned on to indicate a guest
was in the house. When the Guest Light was illuminated, all
pledge activity was suspended.
The principal form of discipline for transgressions (see Fire

38 Fire Drill Brigade, Weasel, Reds, etc.).

Fire drills could be called only by a senior brother in response
to a perceived breach of pledge rules by one or more
pledges. The senior who called the fire drill stood at the
center of the balcony with a leg draped over the balcony’s
edge, addressing offenses and giving instructions to the
brigade. Other actives lined the balcony, in emphatic vocal
solidarity with the senior running the drill.
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The official uniform of the Fire Brigade, consisting of gym

39 Reds shorts and a tee-shirt, each dyed red (most were a shade of
pink), gym shoes, and a bathrobe donned backward. A spiral
notebook, the Norman Shield, and two small boxes of
wooden matches, were held in the left hand.

The genius behind the backward wearing of bathrobes,
whether intended or not, was the bonding requirement of
securing the robe. Tying the backward-worn robe’s
waistband required pledge brothers to assist one

another. Similar rationale probably existed for the other
elements of Fire Brigade regalia.

40 White Rose

41 University Sing Annual competition, won by Sigma Chi in Spring '63

42 1855

43 Thomas Cowan Bell

44 James Parks Caldwell

45 Daniel William Cooper

46 Isaac M. Jordan

47 William Lewis Lockwood

48 Benjamin Piatt Runkle

49 Franklin Howard Scobey

50 Doak Fraternal canine during later years of our stay
On an active’s birthday, the pledge class would attempt to

51 Tub Fight drag him out of the house and throw him into a tub of water
outside the Littleton Street entrance. The celebrant’s own
pledge brothers would come to his defense, and a melee
would ensue. In the frequent absence of a suitable tub, the
subject active would be hosed down with cold water
regardless of weather conditions.

During rush, a question arose about the "morals" of a

52 Rev. Taggard rushee’s sister. One of the brothers offered a defense,
saying she was endorsed by their pastor. "If she could fool
Rev. Taggard, that's good enough for me".

One type of wake-up call executed by pledges at the request

53 3XNT of an active. 3X = attempt the wake-up three times. NT =no
touch (see Call)

In general use, “forget about it”; but specifically in
54 Kiss it off connection with morning wake-up call, an active could “kiss

off” a wake-up call by extending a leg out from the covers;
unless, that is, the call had been designated as “no change”
(e.g., 3XNC), in which case, in order to “kiss off” the call, he
was required to exit the dorm by at least one step before
returning to bed.
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Pledges were required to memorize information about each

55 Scabbard & Plate active and each pledge brother, including full name,
hometown, major, activities, honoraries, and social status,
and to recite it on request (see Go Around the Table). One
day, a flustered pledge misidentified the military honorary
Scabbard & Blade, which brought this reaction from a wise-
cracking upperclassman: “Scabbard & Plate? What’s that, a
kitchen crew honorary?”

56 Eta Beta Last-semester seniors who lost dedication to fraternity
functions were said to have “gone Eta Beta”.

57 State Day

58 Fern Capable, friendly house cook
Husband of Fern, also a food-prep professional, who would

59 Oscar assist with more formal events, such as Sunday noon meal.
A strange looking man who brandished a large, menacing-
looking carving knife. There was idle speculation he may
have been a serial killer.

A musical group comprised of four brothers who appeared,

60 Rockin’ Basements clad in tuxedos (showing plenty of linen), at a rush party,
where they performed their only tune, “Just a Closer Walk
with Thee”. The group immediately disbanded.

61 Constantine

62 Chapter Meeting

63 Consul

64 Proconsul

65 Annotator

66 Quaestor

67 Magister

68 Tribune

69 Kustos

70 Steward

71 Kitchen Crew

72 Big Brother
The response to the question, “How’d you do on the

73 Aced it [physics, whatever] quiz?”. Brother Grady Skeoch, among
the least academically inclined of our lot, responded to a
similar question about a Government 101 test, “Bombed it!”

74 1875

75 George Ade

76 Booth Tarkington

77 Beautiful McCutcheon Lanes The site of BOTG activities was named in honor of John T.

McCutcheon ‘89.
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78

Catfish Supper

Periodically, we’d chain the doors, bring in kegs of beer,

(hey, it was a “dry” campus), and serve platters of fried
catfish. Not surprisingly, on one occasion, a bit of a food fight
broke out, leaving a mess for the pledges to clean up the
following morning (see Work Session). Unfortunately,

Jim Hawkins, who was in charge of cleaning the dining room,
overlooked an entire fried catfish on one of the shelves,
which shortcoming led to disciplinary action (see Fire Drill, No
Excuse, Doug!). On the plus side, from that day forward,
Brother Hawkins has been known as “Catfish”.

79

Where ARE you Guys??

One of the many exclamations in the cacophony that greeted
pledges responding to a Fire Drill.

80

Study Hours

Quiet was required throughout the house from 7:00 p.m. to
10:00 p.m.

81

The Straps

Champions of the first BOTG tournament.

82

No Personal Servitude

Pledges in some fraternities addressed actives as “sir”, and
did personal tasks (shine shoes, fetch coffee, etc.). In
contrast, we addressed actives by their first names, and
“personal servitude” was prohibited - the sole exception
being pledges were required to carry at all times a small box
of wooden matches for an active requiring a light for his
cigarette or pipe.

83

Step Back

A pledge, having stepped out to be dressed down for a
perceived transgression, and having offered the only
acceptable response (see No Excuse, Doug!), would be
returned to his position in line with this dismissive
admonition.

84

Exomiter Hole

A dime-sized flaw in the paneling adjacent to the fireplace.
Pledges were asked to give impromptu, comprehensive
descriptions of its nature and origins

85

Change Sheets on a River Bed

Pledges were asked to deliver detailed descriptions of how
to accomplish this task.

86

202 Littleton

87

Kasbah

One of three basement study rooms.

88

Full Stereo

The trade name of a low-end product of the Decca

company. It consisted of a portable case containing a small
amplifier, a record changer — 33 and 45 rpm — and a small
speaker. The lid of the case included a second speaker. The
lid could be detached from the case, remaining connected to
the main unit by a small wire, thus creating a stereophonic
effect. One brother had received a Decca Full Stereo as a
high-school graduation gift. It became the butt of one
thousand cruel and tasteless insults.

89

Three Men on a Rug!

Exclamation from actives on the balcony as pledges cleared
the Great Hall during a Fire Drill.
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Each fall, a wrestling match on the Littleton Street lawn

90 Senior Cord Fight pitted the seniors against the freshman, each group trying to
tear the pants off the other.

91 Bridgette Fraternal canine during early years of our stay

92 Old Wrangler Roy E. Slavens (1893-1969), longtime houseman, friend to
pledges.

The siren that announced a Fire Drill. At first sounding,

93 Weasel pledges donned their Reds and lined up in the Freshman
Dorm; at second sounding, they descended the back stairs,
shouting name, hometown, and major as they entered the
Great Hall before lining up in front of the fireplace. The
Weasel was so named, we were told, as an homage to the
pronunciation of the word “whistle” by Ernesto Uribe.

94 Pin Serenade

95 Work Session Daily early-morning cleaning of public rooms by the pledges
At meals in the dining room, two seats at the foot of each

96 Go Around the Table table were filled by pledges, who could be asked to “go
around the table”, reciting the full name, hometown, school,
activities, honoraries, and social status of each person at the
table.

97 Boreass Lively group conversation, occasionally announced on the
bulletin board, e.g., “Boreass in the Junior Dorm!”.

98 Blue Formal

99 Jordan Standard

100 | Good Character

101 | Fair Ability

102 | Ambitious Purposes

103 | Congenial Disposition

104 | Good Morals

105 | High Sense of Honor

106 | Deep Sense of Personal

Responsibility
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107

Junior Dorm

We slept in dormitories, not study rooms. The so-called
Freshman Dorm encompassed most of the top floor of the
house and included two rows of 15 or so bunk beds. The
Senior Dorm, where senior officers slept, was on the second
floor, at the north end of the house. The Junior Dorm,
located at what was originally a porch on the south end of
the top floor, accommodated about 16. Windows in all three
“dorms” were kept wide open year-round.! Quiet Hours
were observed in the Freshman and Senior Dorms, but not in
the Junior Dorm, where instances of Boreass and Grabass
occurred with some frequency.

108

Farm Frolic

Annual campus-wide open house at 202 Littleton during the
first week or so of fall semester. Decorations included drying
cornstalks commandeered from farms in the area. Freshmen
cranked ice-cream freezers.

109

Phone Duty

Pledges rotated duty answering incoming calls and locating
the person being called. (Obviously, this was long before cell
phones.)

110

No Excuse, Doug!

The only practical response to an assertion of a pledge
transgression. “Doug” in this example refers to Douglas
Warner Jensen '60, who as Consul during the Autumn 1959
semester, presented an imposing figure on the balcony
during a Fire Drill. He also seemed to embody all the virtues
and characteristics that every one of us aspired to possess. A
mere mortal addressing a pledge would receive a response
using his own name.

111

Blanket Party

Outdoor parties at Taylor’s. Features included blankets, a
bonfire, beer or Triple XXX lemonade laced with vodka, and
singing, including Brother Fred Schafer’s memorable
rendition of “I Gave My Love a Cherry”.

On a particularly cold night, Brother Bill Bowe secured a
generator, and thus was born the Electric Blanket Party.

(Incidentally, doesn’t Triple XXX imply nine Xs?)

1 Brutal Indiana winters led most sleepers to use an electric blanket, with the control taped to the bunk-bed
structure. Periodically, someone would surreptitiously rearrange the wiring so that the lower control was
attached to the upper-bunk blanket, and vice-versa. The more the lower-bunk occupant became cold and turned
up his control, the warmer the upper-bunk occupant became, so he’d turn down his control, which, of course
made the lower bunk even colder, and so on. Eventually, one of them would figure it out, and a loud expletive

would echo through the dorm.
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Meals were served and taken corporately at noon, in the
112 | On the Bricks evening on weekdays, and at noon — often with guests —on
Sunday. If no guests were present (see Guest Light), an
upperclassman could call out “Freshmen on the Bricks!”,
whereupon pledges would scramble to gather in front of the
fireplace where they were called upon for anecdotes (see,
e.g., Exomiter Hole, Change Sheets on a River Bed) or songs
(see, e.g., Hamburg Zoo). They might be asked for facts
about forthcoming football opponent (nickname —
Wolverines, Buckeyes, etc. — coach’s name, the name of their
stadium, and so on), and to sing the opponent’s fight song.

Another regular feature of corporate meals was the singing
of fraternity and university songs, happy birthday to a
celebrating brother, and - now and then if no guests were
present - a bawdy ballad.

Two apartments (the two-man side and the four-man side) in

113 | Green Door the basement of a professor’s house at 1015 Vine Street
that, like Taylor’s, housed overflow from 202 Littleton.
114 | Turkey Twist A pre-Thanksgiving social event, a joint-venture with Phi

Gamma Delta

To recognize a sorority’s academic performance, they were
115 | Scholarship Chicken presented with the Scholarship Chicken at an after-hours
serenade.

116 | Pledge Button

A duty rotated among teams of two pledges who each
117 | Call morning executed the wake-up orders posted by actives on
the Call Sheet.

118 | Legacy

Normally, we eschewed preparing a Homecoming sign, but in
119 | WRECKtify Last Year’s Tie 1960, circumstances arose that inspired action. The previous
year, the Purdue-lllinois game had ended in a tie. The
following year, on the night before the Homecoming game
against lllinois, Brother Jim Benoit totaled his car out on
River Road. Blessedly, no one was seriously hurt, and the
mangled car was towed onto the lawn and decorated with a
crudely-lettered sign that said, “WRECKtify Last Year’s Tie”.




